Rumours and Speculation
Prince of Wales Trophy and Queen’s Cup 

I have sensed more than the usual air of activity and anticipation as the start of the new season approaches. Rumours and speculation abound, not least concerning the number of teams expected in the high goal. This has finally brought about the demise of the Prince of Wales Trophy as a tournament in its own right but will see it 

rejuvenated and played later on as part of The Queen’s Cup when the grounds are likely to be more friendly.

Pro Umpires

Members of the Pro Umpire Group have been all over the world plying their trade and there are promising signs that the second tier will finally make it to the starting line under command of the Earl of Tyrone.

Welfare of ponies

It is at this time of year that thoughts turn to welfare, as ponies come in from grass. Have they wintered well and has enough early work been done to introduce them safely into early chukkas? The umpires remain responsible for the welfare and safety of ponies during play but there is now to be a greater emphasis on the part of the Club Welfare Officer. It is not good practice for umpires to patrol the pony lines, checking on the condition of ponies and the state of their shoes and studs. This task must fall to the Club Welfare Officer. Perhaps the position of Welfare Officer has not been taken as seriously as it should have been by some clubs in the past but the existence of our sport depends now more than ever on our attitude to pony welfare. The game will not be banned on the grounds of cruelty to humans (physical or financial) but only animals! The little green booklet produced by the HPA should be made available to all through clubs but this can only be advisory. Positive checking by visitation to the pony lines is a necessary complement.

Tagging ponies

I have mentioned the practice by some, particularly in high goal, of stopping play by claiming a pony is lame. It is to be recommended that such a pony be tagged so that it may not play again until the tag is removed by an official – though it may be entitled to a free drink at the bar!

Match fixing

The ugly world of match fixing has reared its head again with news from the United States. We have a specific rule which states that ‘both teams in a match must try to win’. There are all sorts of excuses wheeled out – such as tired horses or players, or using a second string etc – but behind all the obfuscation there is nearly always a 

definable motive (e.g. by losing, a team will play the next round in a more favourable bracket). We have gone some way to eliminating this unhappy practice by amending the rules on the order of merit within leagues to reduce the chance of a dead match in which one or other team has no interest in the result as it will not affect their overall placing. We can but wait and see.

HPA DVD of rules

We have at last produced the Rules DVD based largely on incidents during 2006 high goal matches. There were plenty to choose from! Each rule is supplemented by a commentary and examples with colour delineation and diagrams to explain some of the trickier plays. The plan for this year is to produce a companion DVD focusing on how to be a good umpire.

And finally ...

The other day I referred to the 100 pages of rules in golf. Well, one of the most unlikely was unearthed at the Augusta Masters when Tiger Woods took an almighty swing at his ball, missed it, but was adjudged to have changed his mind halfway through and was thus not penalised. Herewith then, just a warning not to try this out on the umpires the next time you do an airshot hitting in, as you will be adjudged to have ‘hit at’ the ball and, thus, your subsequent circling for a second attempt should be penalised.

The 2007 DVD is available from the HPA, priced £12 (which includes postage and packing).
