Relief at few changes for 2007
I mentioned at the end of last year that we had hoped to have a common set of international rules by this time, so that everyone would be singing off the same hymn sheet. Sadly, despite the heroic efforts of our delegation to Buenos Aires during the Argentine Open, this has not come to pass. So I am afraid we are stuck for at least one more year with our own boring set of rules. Not that this is too disastrous, as we and the Argentines pretty well agree on all the field rules except for the penalty to be awarded and how it is carried out. They will allow a play which we might penalise on the grounds that it has caused or may cause danger - but then, of course, their players are generally more 

experienced than ours and are playing with more balanced handicaps within a team.

There will be general relief that few HPA rules have changed for 2007. These changes can be briefly summarised as follows:

Player raised in handicap during the season

The change for this year is that a team may not play over the handicap limit of a tournament with a player raised mid season unless the player has already played for that team or was contracted to do so before his handicap was raised.

Dangerous riding

The Stewards are determined that dangerous riding should be severely punished. Thus, in addition to whatever punishment may be appropriate, umpires are required to complete a Report Form so that persistent offenders can be tracked and dealt with.

Timekeeping

The rules now state that the timekeeper/scorer must complete a scorecard and, when completed, hand it to the Polo Manager as a true record of that match.

Hit-in

At a hit-in, if a player facing the ball (an 

attacker) crosses the 30-yard line before the ball is struck, the hit-in will be moved forward to that line.

Personal fouls and technical penalties

A positive statement to the effect that a Penalty One will not be given as an upgrade from a Penalty Two has been included.

Defender facing a penalty

If a player facing the penalty strike (the defender) moves to be less than 30 yards from the striker after 'play' has been called, the penalty will be upgraded.

Penalty 10a

The words “for a full chukka” have been added as a result of an incident last year in which a player abused an umpire at the end of a chukka and so had to sit out the whole of the next chukka.

Order of merit in leagues and groups

This is an area you enter at your peril but, encouraged by certain Polo Managers, we decided to do so. The first step was to simplify the points system by awarding two points for a win, one for a draw and nil for a loss, regardless of whether a draw was acceptable or not. Then, in order to reduce the chance of a dead match, we separated leagues in which all the teams played each other and those which included groups in which they did not.

In the first case, if two teams are tied on points and have played each other, the team that won the match between them finishes above the other. However, if three teams tie on points the order of merit is taken entirely on goal 

difference, with resort to the result of the match between them only coming into play if teams are tied on goal difference. In the second case (with a league or group in which all teams do not play each other) the order of merit is based solely on goal difference and goals scored. Only in the unlikely event that teams are still tied and by chance have played each other will who won the match between them count.
