Checks & Balances

Polo, like nearly every sport nowadays, is big business and we must ensure that our rules and judgments are subject to the same checks and balances as any other sport.  A recent newsletter “The World Sports Law Report” highlighted a number of issues which, although they do not deal specifically with polo, are relevant.  Not many, I am sure, will have followed the case brought by Mr Tom Flaherty arising from a failed drug test of a racing greyhound owned and trained by him.  Flaherty was fined £400 and 

reprimanded by the Stewards of the track where the test was taken.

That should probably have been the end of the matter, but Mr Flaherty appealed and the case was brought before the Court of Appeal in London.  After a hearing lasting over ten days during which Mr Flaherty raised various allegations of procedural unfairness and breaches of natural justice, the Judge ruled against him.  He stated “It is the Court’s 

function to control illegality and make sure that a body [ie the Stewards] does not act outside its 

powers.  Provided they act lawfully and within their powers, the Court should allow them to get on with the job they are required to do.”  This judgment by the Court of Appeal must give serious food for thought to anyone considering challenging the 

decision of a sporting disciplinary tribunal.  It also acts as a reminder that any disciplinary enquiry must follow to the letter the laid down procedures.

Argentine Influence & Style of Play

I have had a preview of Rege Ludwig’s letter (see page 10) on the Argentine influence and style of play in high goal polo and find that I am 

generally in agreement with him.  In essence he is 

turning the spotlight on the rules and those who administer them to control the way the game is played.  Although this is probably correct, I also feel that the patrons have a part in the equation and that they should put pressure on their players to pass the ball.  It is also really rather shortsighted of the most gifted players to believe that they can do it all themselves.  Satisfaction must come from being a member of a successful team so that you can truly say “it was a team effort”.

Umpire Calls “Play”

The last issue of Umpire’s Corner raised the question on what do you do as the umpire if a player hits the ball before the umpire has called “play”.  A rule has now been added which states:  “Should the striker hit the ball before “play” is called, the hit shall be taken again.”  Thus, in the example quoted, the penalty will be retaken, no doubt much to the relief of the striker who missed on the first attempt.  Should he try to beat the gun again, then the umpires would be in their rights to award a Penalty 7 against him.

This Month’s Teaser

This month’s teaser concerns the occasion when the first bell goes as the players are heading back to the throw in after a goal has been scored.  Rules 15 and 16 are not completely clear on this point and we will attempt a minor redraft to put this right.  In the last chukka of a match, with the score not drawn, then the bell signifies the end of the match.  If the scores were drawn and a result is required then the game continues until another goal is scored or the second bell is rung.  A normal chukka (not the last) will end, in this circumstance, on the first bell as the ball is out of play although the clock continues to run.  It is this point which requires a little clarification.

