Umpire’s Corner Issue 6

Inadequate Umpiring

Review of the Season to Date

With the season well under way, there has been the usual steady flow of report forms; more directed at the inadequacies of the umpires than the misdemeanours of the players.  Good umpiring is as much an attitude of mind as an acquired skill.  Unless you are prepared to put your back into it and concentrate throughout the entire game, you will never be a good umpire.

The Line

Think the line at all times and blow decisively if someone crosses it and in doing so endangers or impedes a player who has a right to it.  Watch particularly for a player who joins the line ahead of an opponent who has the right to it causing him to check to avoid collision.

Blocking

Watch too for blocking by an opponent which prevents a player with the ball from accelerating with it or hitting it away.  It is becoming increasingly prevalent for a player to ride up from behind an opponent with the ball to smother it with his pony.  This falls foul of Rule 35f, which states that a player may not ride his pony into the forehand or backhand stroke of an opponent.  There is no suggestion here that a player may ride up from behind when the opponent is dribbling the ball.  To make this play legitimate the ride-in must be undertaken when the player is parallel and going at much the same speed as his opponent. 

Timekeepers

Timekeepers have an important and often unsung part to play in any match.  They must concentrate all the time to catch a whistle, often all but lost in the wind or drowned out by the commentator.  Umpires can help here by blowing the whistle long and hard.  There is no longer provision for the double whistle so as soon as the timekeeper hears the whistle he will stop the clock (Rule 15g).  Remember too that only five seconds is added for a penalty to be taken if the foul occurred within five seconds of the end of the last chukka in a match.

Spare Ponies

Umpires, together with the polo manager, have a responsibility to ensure that spare ponies do not cause a danger to the public.  It is essential that on the side of a ground on which the public are watching, ponies be stationed at the end corner only and then at least 20 yards from the back line.  Ponies may be ridden in the safety zone during play to get them back to the safety lines providing it is safe to do so.  They must not be ridden back behind the cars (Rule13b).  Should the umpires or the third man observe any breach of this rule, then the offending side should be penalised, as they are not only endangering the public but also taking unfair advantage over their opponents.
Comment

It is always rather gratifying to receive comment on a past offering and so that by Charlie Llewellen Palmer is welcome.  Apologies for writing that Wesley-White had never played polo: I was quoting from the late and great Humphrey Guinness.  Taking up his other point; White qualified his “I do not blow technical fouls that are dangerous” by adding “that do not give advantage to either side”.  I believe that this is about right as it is in all our interests to make the game flow and not have it constantly interrupted by the umpire’s whistle.

So let us hope that this good weather continues and that the remainder of the season is successful and enjoyable.

