High Goal Aftermath

Unsatisfactory Subsidiaries

And so the high goal season has come and gone - seemingly in a flash - and the captains and kings have departed, leaving the stage to lesser mortals.  Thanks to clever scheduling, there was no hint of match fixing in the league stage of the Gold Cup, but the subsidiary tournaments were less satisfactory as some teams pulled out altogether and others clearly did not give it their full shot.  This is always going to be a problem in high profile tournaments.  Perhaps the solution is to require the teams to state whether they wish to participate in a subsidiary in the event of not qualifying for the main cup and then hold them to their decision.

High Goal Umpiring

On the whole, it could be said that the umpiring of the Gold Cup was pretty fair, though perhaps one or two teams were a bit unlucky.  In any event, arguably the top four teams competed in the semi finals and both matches went down to the wire.  In contrast, the final itself was a bit of an anticlimax, although it too was a closely fought match.  The play was not as open as it could be as each team played defensive polo, ignoring the old military maxim that the best form of defence is attack.  Thus if a player broke away, instead of going flat out for goal he would rein in, by which time traffic had built up in front.  He would then enter the melée, inevitably either losing the ball or gaining a penalty.  This sort of play makes the umpires' job almost impossible - as well as being hugely frustrating to spectators and, one imagines, to the other players as well.

Pony Changing

Whilst on the subject, a new and equally damaging phenomenon has emerged on the high goal polo field.  I refer to the play - if you can call it that - in which a player jumps off his pony and shouts to the umpire that it is lame.  This normally occurs after about four minutes of play and is the signal for both teams to leave the field to change their ponies - with the exception of the patrons, who are left looking rather forlorn.  Pony changing is often done under these circumstances in the safety zone in front of the spectators, so compounding the problem.  But what to do?  The memory of Horatio Nelson’s tragic end in this year’s Epsom Derby is too recent to encourage the umpires to tell the player to get mounted and carry on - yet we need to do something, as the practice is becoming endemic.

Professional Umpiring

As mentioned in the last Umpire's Corner, Steve Lane was with us for the duration of the Gold Cup to coach and assess the Professional Umpire Group.  This proved to be a most valuable exercise and the standard of umpiring undoubtedly went up under Steve's guidance.  He was, however, critical of a number of calls - putting particular emphasis on positioning, consistency in awarding penalties, the need to keep consultation to a minimum and avoiding contact with players as far as possible.  He made an assessment of those umpires whom he had seen cover more than four games and detailed their strengths and weaknesses. I read recently that the English Cricket Board is proposing to appoint independent assessors to rate umpires' performances.  The Umpire Manager has said “At the moment the umpires are rated by both sides’ captains, but their judgments are very subjective and are often influenced by the result of the match.  I would like to see more 

independence and objectivity in the system.”  We could certainly echo that and be seen to have taken the first tentative step down the road.

We had an encouraging response to the clinic given by Steve Lane to the second tier umpire group.  There is a need for an overall 

co-ordinator and greater response from clubs.  Many are put off by cost of using umpires from this group, which is understandable, and are reluctant to raise entry fees to cover it.  However, with so much polo being played, this option should be taken up.  It is certain that we will shortly be looking for new blood in the 

senior group and promotion from the second tier is the obvious route.

This Month’s Teaser

Finally, what should you do in the following 

circumstance?  The penalty taker circles before addressing the ball, so the opposition rush out and hit the ball up to the other end of the field.  In the first place, the umpire should blow the whistle as soon as the striker circles so the onrush would be stopped before it really started.  A Penalty 7 (throw in) should then be awarded against 

the striker.

