HPA ANNOUNCE GREAT BRITAIN TEAM FOR WESTCHESTER CUP

The Hurlingham Polo Association (HPA) has announced a 29 goal, Great Britain quartet to take on the USA for the Westchester Cup on Saturday 21st February, at the Palm Beach International Polo Club in Florida. 

The team sees the trio of James Beim and Luke and Mark Tomlinson – from the England team that beat Australia at the 2008 Cartier International, joined by Eduardo Novilla-Astrada. 

While the rules of the Westchester Cup state that Great Britain have the option to include a Commonwealth player, the HPA have instead opted for Eduardo Novilla-Astrada to get within two goals of the 31 goal invitation the HPA received from the USA. The match will be played on handicap with a limit of a two goal difference. 

Astrada, who played the English high goal with Zacara this summer, was born in England and only possess an English passport not allowing him to play for any other nation. 

Chairman of selectors John Tinsley said, “We considered various team options available to us, but in the end Eduardo was the obvious selection. Not only is he exceptionally well mounted himself, but he is well positioned to help provide and find horses for the rest of the team.  Eduardo was born in the UK and only possesses a British passport, and at 9 goals his experience will be essential if we are to have any chance of retaining this historic cup.”

England team manager, Andrew Hine added, “Overseas Internationals as big as this are nearly always decided on horsepower. The advantage is always with the home team. Having a player of the calibre of Eduardo already mounted in Palm Beach provides a great foundation for the team.” 

Great Britain will be looking to retain the Cup that they won in 1997 at Guards Polo Club, when thy beat the USA by 12 goals to 9. The last time the trophy was played in the United States was in 1939 at Meadow Brook where the USA won. 

The team will be coached by Javier Novilla-Astrada and managed by Andrew Hine who will both be looking to keep their unbeaten record having directed England to a hat trick of wins during their 2008 campaign.

While the finer details of the match are yet to be confirmed, the Great Britain team is seeking sponsorship in what will be a historical match. Enquiries should be directed through the team Chef d‘Equipe, Andrew Tucker at atucker@onsideconsulting.co.uk or by calling +447968 753 818. 

For more information contact:

Andrew Tucker
Office:
+44 1666 505 574




Mobile:
+44 7968 753 818




e-mail:
atucker@onsideconsulting.co.uk 


Great Britain

1. James Beim


(7)

2. Mark Tomlinson


(6)

3. Eduardo Novilla-Astrada

(9)

4. Luke Tomlinson


(7)

TOTAL




30


Coach:
Javier Novilla-Astrada
Manager:
Andrew Hine




