NEWSLETTER NO.284

Gabriel Donoso

The news of Gabriel Donoso's untimely death has shocked everyone.  Gabriel was an established and very popular player in the UK who has been prominent in English polo for 20 years.  He will be much missed by his many friends and the HPA would like to extend its sympathy to his family.

Election of Stewards.  Nicholas Colquhoun Denvers has been re-elected as a Steward for 3 years, until December 2009: 

Mexico. The following will represent England against Mexico on Saturday 16th December at Campo Marte in Mexico City: 






Johnny Good 


(5)






Peter Webb


(5)






Henry Brett   


(7)






Malcolm Borwick (Capt)
(6)
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Coach/Reserve: Will Lucas

South Africa International. The following will represent England against South Africa on 29th December at Kurland:






Nina Clarkin


(3)






Roddy Williams

(6)

Malcolm Borwick (capt)
(6)






Nacho Gonzalez

(6)
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Coach: Alan Kent (tbc)
Coaching. Following the course and assessment day at Down Farm in September the following have been awarded the Club Instructor grade: Henry Collins, Sean Wilson Smith, Karina Bowlby, Duane Lent, Josh Morris-Lowe, Twm Morris-Lowe, Will Blake-Thomas, Edward Batchelor, Kevin Lamacraft. Sean Dayus was awarded the Qualified Instructor grade.


First Aid Course.  There will be a first aid course at the HPA on 17 January 2007 with priority being given to coaches and instructors.
Handicapping for 2007

It has been agreed that the following should be included in the Handicapping Regulations for 2007 

6.4a CV Form. Any person who requires a handicap above ‘S’ and who does not hold a current HPA handicap is required to submit a CV form. 

6.4d Allotment of Handicap. Any handicap awarded following submission of a CV form shall continue to be in brackets (T handicap) until confirmed by the Handicap Committee. 

(i) 7 Goals and Above. The Handicap Committee is able to grant a handicap  at any time on the basis of a CV form to a player who:

· Holds a current handicap of 7 and above and,

· Is known in England and/or is playing internationally and

· Is returning to play in England having missed one or more seasons. 

(ii) 6 Goals and Below.  If a player holds a current handicap of 6 goals or below, the Handicap Committee will award the highest handicap held by the player in any recognised country in the previous two years. 

6.4e Players with Bracketed Handicaps.  No sponsored player with a bracketed handicap of 5 goals or less will be allowed to play in the 22 goal and the earliest that such a player can come out of brackets is when the player has either: 

(i)
Played in 3 Victor Ludorum Tournaments and had recommendations at two consecutive handicap meetings as a member of one the clubs that hosts a Victor Ludorum tournament of 15 goals or above (Beaufort, Cowdray, Cirencester, Coworth, Guards and RCBPC) or:

(ii)
Had recommendations at two consecutive end of season handicap meetings.

Any player still in brackets at the end of 2006 will be restricted as above.

Import of Horses from South Africa

As there have been no further cases of African Horse Sickness, registered horses can now be imported from the AHS free zone.  For further information contact Gerry Hide iah-imports@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Insurance. Some clarification is needed to the Rough Justice article in the recent issue of the Hurlingham Magazine which stated that ‘Player-to-Player’ insurance is the remedy. It is now widely accepted that this coverage is not available at any affordable level of indemnity. 

Piers Plunkett of Lycetts Hamilton is putting together a tailored Personal Accident Insurance plan as an alternative.  This plan will be available to both amateur and professional players and could be expanded to include increased levels of indemnity, international travel, 24/7 coverage, dental, temporary occupational and permanent disability.  However, it would have to be part of the membership and hence approved by the Stewards and Council.

S:\HPA Files\Publications and Press\Polo Times & Newsletter\Newsletter 284 - Dec 06.doc

