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The Hurlingham Polo Association


Tel: 01367 242 828  
Chief Executive:  David Woodd


Fax: 01367 242 829
Manor Farm, Little Coxwell, 

E-mail:  enquiries@hpa-polo.co.uk
Faringdon, Oxfordshire,

Website:  www.hpa-polo.co.uk
SN7 7LW, England

What you get for your HPA membership?
· Public Liability insurance that covers you worldwide and covers your polo ponies throughout the year, provided that the ponies are registered with the HPA as polo ponies and they are not part of a business. For full policy please see the insurance pages of the website.
· The Hurlingham Magazine.  Once your address has been passed to the HPA by your club the HPA will then inform the publishers. Please note that you will receive the Summer edition if we receive your name prior to 1st June; after this time you will then receive the Winter edition from the 1st October.

· The Year Book (Blue Book).  Available to collect from your club at the start of the season.

· Discounted tickets for Cartier available to purchase through your club.

· Access to the Injured Players and Officials Fund. For further details please see the HPA website.

· Access to the Polo Charity.

Once your club has forwarded your details to the HPA you will be sent the following:

· The Umpire and Rules DVD

· Your Membership Card (-2 and above)

· The Pocket Rule Book (1 goal and above)

Rule Changes

There are a few rule changes for 2010 and everyone will need to read the detail of these changes in the Blue Book.  However, in outline, the main changes are:

· Numbers on Shirts.  Players’ shirts must be numbered 1 to 4 so a team may not play with two players with the same number on their shirt.

· Umpire Ponies. Teams must supply two ponies each for 18 goal and above.

· Report Forms.  Where a team feels that the umpires have failed in their duties, the report form must be signed by the team captain and a second member of the team.  It must then be accompanied by substantial evidence such as a DVD or signed statements.  It is not possible for the HPA to take any action on the opinion of one or two persons that the umpiring was unsatisfactory; there has to be specific evidence to back up the opinions.

· Substitution Rule.  This will be as for 2009 except that a player may not be the substitute for more than two teams in the same tournament.

· Throw in near back line.  Every throw in must be at least 10 yards from the back line.

· No contact before the ball is in play.  The no contact rule for the throw in has been extended to penalties and hit ins.  Therefore one player cannot start to ride off another before the ball has been hit or hit at.  However, it is accepted that it will not always be easy to identify who initiated the contact and hence the umpires will act as for the throw in and will blow the whistle to stop the clock (if it is not already stopped) and warn the players.  If the offence is repeated and the offending player can be identified, then the umpires will award a penalty 5a or 7.

· Request Stop. The directive put in place for the high goal in 2009 to cover the circumstances when a player requested the umpires for time out in order to change a pony will now apply to all levels of polo.

· No Turning Rule.  This is the big change to polo for this season.  Rule 33a for 2010 reads as follows:

· “33a.  Crossing.  No player may cross or turn across an opposing player who follows the LOB or has the ROW except at such a distance that no risk of a collision or danger to either player is involved.  A player crossing behind a player on the ROW will foul if he crosses another player following on the ROW”.

The above is very similar to the AAP rule but we have added “turn across” to emphasise the point, and in line with the AAP umpires will be directed to be strict in applying the rule.  Thus, a player who turns across an opponent who is committed to following down the original line will be blown.  A player cannot be judged to be committed if he turns away in anticipation of the back hand.

· DVD. The DVD on umpiring and the rules has been updated and will be sent to all players and it is very much hoped that everyone will take the time to watch it so that they can update themselves.  There is a separate short DVD which focuses on the interpretation of the no turning rule, blocking and no contact.  Copies have been sent to all chief and pro umpires. Both DVD’s can be viewed on our website. 

Vets and Farriers

Please be aware that it is a criminal offence for any farrier or vet to practice in the United Kingdom if they are not registered with the appropriate UK authorities.  You should be aware that there are vets and farriers that are not happy with their overseas counterparts carrying out work in this country for both welfare and economic reasons.  We have tried to get agreement for vets and farriers to obtain registration and thus be able to work legally her for their employers but I am afraid that we have failed to make any progress.

Dope Testing

This was done last year during The Queen’s and Gold Cup and testing will be conducted in a similar way this season but also in other levels.  Any pony that tests positive for an illegal substance will be suspended for their own welfare from playing until it has tested negative.  Given the cycle of testing this is likely to be two weeks from when the results are first received.

Injured Players

The HPA scheme for injured players and officials will continue this season.  Details are on our website.
Professional Umpiring and Referees.
All 18 and 15 goal matches and the semi finals and finals of the 8 and 12 goal Victor Ludorum tournaments will continue to be professionally umpired as in 2010.  In addition, it is planned that the referee will be paid £50 for any match that is professionally umpired.  The charges for 2010 will be as for 2009 and are set out below:

	Levels


	Charges per Team Per Match

	20-22
	£600

	20-22 Quarter, Semis & Finals 
	£650

	18
	£450

	15
	£375

	12 Semis & Finals 
	£200

	8 Semis & Finals
	£200


Professional umpires for other non Victor Ludorum matches and tournaments will continue to be appointed by the Polo Managers or Regional Chief Umpires on request.

Non Payment of Umpire Fees

Last season we had a few occasions where patrons of teams took it upon themselves to decide to withhold payment of umpire fees.  Their argument was that the HPA was providing a service and they deemed that service to be sub standard.  However, action can only be taken by the HPA, and then only if there is evidence to substantiate the opinion of the complainant.  Teams will be invoiced after the tournament has finished and failure to settle the invoice within 14 days will lead to an automatic suspension of all members of the team from playing at any affiliated club.







