ENGLAND WIN WESTCHESTER CUP

The England polo team secured a historic 10 – 9 win, to lift the Westchester Cup at the Palm Beach International Polo Club, in Florida last Saturday giving them their first victory on US soil since 1914. 

Last played in 1997 at Guards, the match lived up to everyone’s expectations despite the Americans having to replace Mike Azzaro (9 goals) with Jeff Hall (8 goals) just 48 hours before after Azzaro sustained a broken collar bone from a fall in the semi finals of the Iglehart Cup.  

England received a one goal handicap from the 30-goal American team, and drew first blood with a 30 yard penalty goal by Luke Tomlinson for a 2-0 lead.  Nick Roldan answered for the United States with a penalty conversion of his own before Beim added a goal from the field to give England a 3-1 advantage after the first chukka.

England’s discipline let them down in the second chukka allowing Nick Roldan to score two more goals from penalties, but goals from Luke and Mark Tomlinson meant England kept their two goal advantage going into the third chukka.  

A penalty a piece saw England go into the break 6 goals to 4 up, but knowing that the USA would be strong in the second half. “I just told them to keep playing,” said England’s coach, Javier Novillo Astrada.  “I told them to be persistent, to hit the ball away and not to keep the ball or try to do anything clever with it,” he added.  

It was the Americans who took the initiative in the second half moving Jeff Hall to 2 and putting Nick Roldan to back. “We weren’t getting any push up front from our line up in the first half,” said US team coach Owen Rinehart, “so we changed things around a bit”. 

The change made an immediate effective.  Jeff Blake scored the first goal of the fourth chukka from a pass from Jeff Hall, followed by another goal from Blake to tie the game at 6-6. Mark Tomlinson scored to give the English a 7-6 lead, but Roldan displayed dazzling stick work and ball control as he weaved his way through the opposing players to knot it up at 7-7 to end the chukka.

After two scoreless minutes of the fifth chukka, Jeff Blake broke loose and scored from a long pass from Roldan to give the US its first lead of the game.  England took control of the following throw-in and raced down the field where Luke Tomlinson evened the game 8 all.  Roldan scored his fifth goal of the game to give the lead back to the Americans, but a penalty conversion by Luke Tomlinson following a foul in the goal mouth had it all even at 9-9 the end of the fifth. 

The pace picked up in the final chukka.  Tight marking and accurate passes kept the ball moving around the ground in a frenzy, until a melee in front of the US goal was backed in by Luke Tomlinson with 2 minutes 48 seconds still on the clock. It proved to be the game winner despite a last minute rush by the Americans.

“We started out quite well,” said English 7-goaler James Beim. “We split chukkas on our good horses in the first half so that we could bring them back in the latter part of the match. I think this proved decisive in the last chukka.”

HPA Chief Executive David Woodd was thrilled with the result; “There are a lot of people who have worked really hard to make this event such a success and congratulations to Steve Orthwein and his Museum Committee.” 

He continued, “The team received great support from a host of pony lenders but particularly Mark and Melissa Ganzi who generously made  their entire string available to the team. The players and the umpires gave us a fantastic match and I will certainly remember the last 3 minutes and Beim’s final short backhander to give us possession for the final seconds.”

ENDS

CHUKKA GOALS

	CHUKKA
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	FINAL SCORE

	USA
	1
	2
	1
	3
	2
	0
	9

	ENGLAND
	3*
	2
	1
	1
	2
	1
	10


*The 29-goal English team received one goal handicap start.

Goals: 

England - Mark Tomlinson 4, Luke Tomlinson, James Beim 3.    

USA - Nick Roldan 5, Jeff Blake 2, Jeff Hall 2.

England



USA

1. James Beim
(7)

1. Jeff Blake

6

2. Mark Tomlinson
(6)

2. Adam Snow
8

3. Eduardo Astrada
(9)

3. Nick Roldan
8

4. Luke Tomlinson
(7)

4. Jeff Hall

8
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