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ARENA DIRECTIVES JANUARY 2012
Rule 7c. After Goal is Scored. After a goal is scored the ‘defending team’ has the next play. The attacking side must be 10 yards away from the ball until such time as the ‘defending team’ has hit or hit at the ball. If the defending team then fails to make a play within 5 seconds, the umpire will blow his whistle and throw the ball in on the 15 yard line.

Rule 8e. Ball Hit over the Side Wall. If a player hits the ball over the side boards between the two 25 yards lines either directly or off his own pony, or after glancing off the sideboards or netting, a free hit will be awarded 5 yards from the side boards where the ball went out of play against the team that hit the ball out.  No player to be within 10 yards of the player making the hit, and the ball must travel 10 yards forward when hit.  Should the hitter hit the ball directly against the boards or netting the hitter does not have a play until the ball has been hit or hit at.

Rule 8f. Ball Hit over Back Wall or Within the 25 Yard Line.  ‘If the ball is hit, in the opinion of the Umpire, over the back wall or within the 25 yard line by an attacker, the defender will have a free hit on the 25 yard line centre to the goal mouth.  All players, except the hitter must be behind an imaginary line across the arena 10 yards from the ball, until the ball is hit or hit at.  The hitter must have the intent to hit the ball at least across the 10 yard line.  He may only hit or hit at the ball once and may not hit or hit at the ball again until the ball is hit or hit at, or the ball has hit the sidewall. The hitter still retains the right of way and may “ride off” an opponent in order to prevent the ball being hit or hit at but may not hook an opponent’s mallet.  Should the ball fail to reach the 10 year line as judged by the umpire or the hitter misses the ball completely the whistle shall be blown and the ball thrown in.  If the ball is hit out by the defender over the back wall or within the 25 yard line then the umpire will award a Penalty 4.’

Penalty 5. A free hit at the ball by the team fouled from the centre of the arena. All Players, except the hitter must be behind an imaginary line across the arena 10 yards from the ball, until the ball is hit or hit at. The hitter must have the intent to hit the ball at least across the 10 yard line. He may only hit or hit at the ball once and may not hit or hit at the ball again until the ball is hit or hit at, or the ball has hit the sidewall. The hitter still retains the right of way and may “ride off” an opponent in order to prevent the ball being hit or hit at but may not hook an opponent’s mallet. Should the ball fail to reach the 10 yard line as judged by the umpire or the hitter misses the ball completely the whistle shall be blown and the ball thrown in.

Penalty 6. A free hit at the ball by the team fouled, from the centre of the 25 yard line nearest the defenders’ goal. All Players, except the hitter must be behind an imaginary line across the arena 10 yards from the ball, until the ball is hit or hit at. The hitter must have the intent to hit the ball at least across the 10 yard line. He may only hit or hit at the ball once and may not hit or hit at the ball again until the ball is hit or hit at, or the ball has hit the sidewall. The hitter still retains the right of way and may “ride off” an opponent in order to prevent the ball being hit or hit at but may not hook an opponent’s mallet. Should the ball fail to reach the 10 yard line as judged by the umpire or the hitter misses the ball completely the whistle shall be blown and the ball thrown in.

The Hancock Zone. The Hancock Zone is an area that extends 5 feet in from the side and back walls of an arena. The area also extends 5 feet in from the curvatures of the corners in an arena. Any attacker entering this area and making a play on the ball with a defending player in a defensive position must have the intent to make a positive play. An attacker with a defensive player in position and/or being ridden off may only tap the ball twice before he must accelerate or hit the ball away. An attacker is considered to be any player in possession of the ball. Infringement of this rule will incur a Penalty. The penalty will be awarded, by the umpire/s, in accordance with its severity, its location and effect on the game. 
General Directive - Arena Year Book 201/2012 Rules.  All text stating that players should be 5 yards from the ball should now be replaced with 10 yards from the ball.
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