
Status Guidelines For An Overseas Sponsored Player

1.
The conditions for official tournaments lay down how many OSPs are allowed to play in 


different levels of polo.

2.
Although a team manager and club should in the first place seek clarification where there is

 
any doubt about a player’s status, it is the responsibility of the individual player to confirm

 
his status. If a sponsored player from overseas wishes to apply for registration as a non 


overseas sponsored player, he must obtain and complete an HPA status application form

 
and provide all the documentation and information requested such as the 


following (this list is not intended to be exhaustive).  

4. Questions:


a.
His date and place of birth.


b.
His nationality 


c.
Each parent’s place of birth and nationality.


d.
His principal place of residence and that of the members of his family


e.
The amount of time, which the player has resided within the UK in the last 10 years.


f.
His present occupation/employment and the location of the same.


g.
Where polo was learnt.


h.
Whether he is or was a member of the British Armed Forces


i.
Whether he is or was a member of the British Pony Club.

j.
Whether he is in full-time education at a duly recognised school within the UK 



or  Ireland

The answers to the questions will be used in interpreting the guidelines set out below. The guidelines are only flexible aids to assist the HPA in arriving at a decision and are not rigid rules, or legally binding.

5. Guidelines: Overseas Player

a. A player will prima facie not be considered an overseas player if: -

(i) He is entitled to employment rights within the European Union through having the nationality of a country which is member of the European Union or that of a country which has a relevant Trade Association with the European Union.
(ii) He has held a registered handicap within the New Zealand or Australian Polo Associations for three years. 

(iii) He is a national of a Member State of the Commonwealth and either he or both his parents were born in the U.K. or Ireland and his principal place of residence has been either Britain or Ireland for at least 4 years in the last 6 prior to application and this is likely to continue to be his principal place of residence; or

(iv) He is a national of a Member State of the Commonwealth and neither of his parents were born in Britain or Ireland and his principal place of residence has been Britain or Ireland for at least 6 years and this is likely to continue to be his principal place of  residence;


b.
If he does not have a British, Irish or Commonwealth passport but does meet the 



residential qualifications in (a) (iv) above, he may make an application to the Chief

 

Executive to obtain the Stewards’ permission to be considered a special case.


c.
Once a player has been accepted by the HPA not to be an ‘overseas player’, he will not

 

normally be so considered in the future, save:-



(i) if there were conditions attached to this status being granted and he is no longer 



satisfying them.



(ii)  if his circumstances change.


d.
A principal place of residence will be his only home but if he has more than one home it 


is where he mostly lives.  Residence for 9 months in a year in a particular country will 



normally be treated as sufficient to establish a principal residence in that country.

6. Guidelines: ‘Overseas Sponsored Player’


a.
An ‘overseas player’ as defined above shall be considered to be ‘sponsored’ if he 


accepts any financial assistance or benefit or advantage in whatever form, cash or kind, 


or in money or money’s worth for playing polo in the European Union, other than under 



circumstances expressly permitted on each occasion by the HPA. Such permission will

 

normally only be granted by the HPA to those deemed by the HPA to be bona fide 



amateur non-sponsored overseas players.


b.
The HPA reserves the right to refuse permission unless and until they are completely 



satisfied that the case is a bona fide one. They will look at all the surrounding 



circumstances including ownership of the ponies hired and the terms of hiring.


c.
The following will not normally be considered to be a sponsored player:

(i) 
He is a national of Australia or New Zealand and has been registered as a member of his own polo association for 3 years or is resident in England.



(ii) 
Any overseas patron;


(iii) 
Any son or daughter of an overseas patron;


(iv) 
Any player in full-time education at a duly recognised school in the UK or Ireland

 


and under 18 years on 1 January of the year concerned.
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