OSP Frequently Asked Questions

Q. I am a New Zealander and this is my first season in the UK, how do I get a handicap? 
A. You will need to fill in a CV form and get your club to sign this and send to the HPA, you will then receive a handicap in brackets.

Q. How do I get rid of the brackets?

A. You need to fill out a handicap qualification form. Essentially you will need to play 10 Victor Ludorum matches before your brackets will be considered for removal, click  here for a form.
Q. I am a patron and therefore a non sponsored player, can I get my brackets removed?

A.  Your brackets may be removed as soon as your handicap has been confirmed by your club or when it is clear that you are correctly handicapped.
Q. I have an EU passport and live in England, how do I get rid of my OSP status?

A. As an EU citizen, you are not an OSP.
Q. I have an Australian passport and live in England, how do I get rid of my OSP status?

A. If you have had an Australian handicap for 3 years, you are no longer an OSP.
Q. I am a 2 goal Argentine groom playing my patrons ponies occasionally in tournaments; does this make me a sponsored player?

A. Yes
Q. I am a 0 goal Argentine groom playing my patrons ponies occasionally in tournaments, is this allowed?

A. Yes, but you are classified as an OSP, and have to be a member of a club.
Q. I am a 0 goal amateur English player who missed a season. Do I need to complete a CV form?

A.Yes 

Q. I am a 0 goal amateur English player who missed a season and am now in brackets, how do I get these removed?

A. Bracketed handicaps for non sponsored or amateur players and those under 0 can be removed as soon as handicaps have been confirmed or when it is clear that a returning player is correctly handicapped. 
Q. Why has my handicap been NR’d?

A. It is because the handicap committee feel that you had not played sufficient competitive polo here to be handicapped fairly.  You will need to submit another CV form in order to receive a handicap.
Q. What is a handicap qualification form?

A.  This is a form that you fill in to show that you have played in 10 Victor Ludorum tournaments in order to get your brackets removed.  You then submit this to the HPA a week prior to a handicap meeting.
Q. What is a sponsored player? 

A. A sponsored player is someone who is either paid to play or is assisted financially in any way, such as with ponies or travel.  Bracketed handicaps for non sponsored players and those under 0 can be removed as soon as handicaps have been confirmed or when it is clear that a returning player is correctly handicapped.

Q.I am 2 goals in Spain and 3 goals in America, can I play in the UK off 2 goals? 

A. No, you will play off 3 goals as this is the highest handicap that you have attained in any country during the 12 months previousyl; you will also play in brackets.
Q. I am a 3 goal player but haven’t played for 10 years, what will my handicap be? 
A. First of all you will need to submit a CV form to the HPA and you will be handicapped based on the CV form and the club’s recommendation.  You may have to start on 3 but you can be re handicapped very quickly.
Q. I am a NZ player, why am I still showing as an OSP after the new regulation has come in? A. This is because you have not been a member of the NZ or AU polo association for the last 3 years.

Q. I am South African but had a 2 goal handicap for some years in England, I didn’t join the HPA last year as I stayed in South Africa but I have been given an opportunity to play high goal, why is my handicap now in brackets?  

A. If you do not hold a current HPA handicap which will only be awarded to players who have played competitive polo here during the season, you are required to submit a CV form and your handicap will appear in brackets. If you try to keep an HPA handicap without playing competitively here in England, you are likely to be ‘not rated’ at the end of the season which will mean that you will need to complete a CV form the following season and your handicap will go back in to brackets.
Q. I am an Argentine and last played in England in 2008 on 7 goals.  My Argentine handicap is 6 but I am told that I must play off my English handicap in such and such a country.  I did not play in 2009 in England so I have no English handicap? What do I do or say?
A. You will need to fill in a CV form which will be reviewed by the HPA Handicap Committee. A recommendation will then be made to the country in question.
Q. I am a 6 goal Argentine player and want to play in the high goal but my handicap will go in to brackets, can I still play the high goal if my handicap is in brackets?

A. Yes you will be allowed to play high goal if you are 6 goals and above in brackets although your handicap may be moved at any time up or down.  If your handicap goes up it will be treated as a mid season change which will mean that your team can play over the limit but see the Blue Book for the details of the rule. 
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