Umpire’s Corner Issue 8 (September)

Successful Umpiring in High Goal

High Goal Season

The high goal season passed without major incident except for the need to sort out the issue of playing 

competitive matches on private grounds.  Only seven yellow flags were drawn and no player was sent off in the course of over one hundred matches.  This speaks well for the professional umpire group and for the discipline of the players.  The only jarring note was the rise of the verbal level, not always drowned by the commentary.  ‘Hey’ seems to have joined the lingua franca of polo.  

We now settle down to the more relaxed polo being played at clubs throughout the country.

International Day Umpiring

It was disappointing that the international was not umpired by two 

members of the umpires group but it was felt that two neutral and experienced umpires would satisfy both teams.  This proved to be so.

The Throw-In

I now return to the subject of the throw-in (Rule 21) which really is the worst possible way of getting the ball back into play.  The line-out involves an unseemly scrimmage of hacking and shoving which is not interesting to watch and plays havoc with the ground.  But we have not yet come up with a satisfactory alternative and there is a lot of history behind it.

We should, perhaps, make it less of a scrum by enforcing the rule that there will be no physical contact until the ball has left the umpires hand.  A tramline rather than a single line is helpful in keeping teams apart.  Then a ball should be bowled in underhand (not as we saw in the international) so that it does not stop dead or tempt a player to swipe at it in mid-air.  

Fouling in the Line-Out

A lot of fouls are blown for infringements in the line-out, normally because a player breaks with the ball and an opponent is able to claim the line along which it was thrown.  This is a rather irritating foul for all concerned and, although in most cases I am sure the umpires were technically right, perhaps they could be a little more lenient.  Certainly the award of a sixty against the perpetrator has, on occasion, seemed a bit harsh.

Thank You to the HPA

Finally I would like to thank the HPA and all members for the gift of a magnificent silver dish to mark my three years as Chief Umpire.  It was a most welcome, but thoroughly undeserved, reward for what has been, for the most part, a labour of love.  I hope to continue as deputy to Robert Graham for next season and so will continue to write this column unless someone tells me to stop.

