UMPIRES CORNER – OCT 2004

Report Forms

The flow of Report Forms has all but dried up which we hope is a reflection on the more relaxed polo being played and also the good behaviour of the players.  It is very important, however, that Clubs continue to submit them for cases of ill-discipline and dangerous play as this is likely to be the only way in which a prevalent offender, who plays in different clubs, can be brought to book.

C Grade Umpire Test

To date 101 players have passed their C Grade Umpire Test and, providing their parent club has given them a recommendation, they will be graded C for next season. We really should have a system whereby a player is not eligible to play at a certain level until he has passed a test, but this system, analogous with passing off the square, is probably not practical.  It is notable, however, that the smaller Clubs are much better at persuading their members to take the test than the larger ones.  This is almost entirely due to the fact that there is a closer bonding in these Clubs and a greater interest in passing the test.

Placing the Ball for a Penalty

We have been discussing recently the length of time that a player is given to place the ball for a penalty - currently 5 seconds (Rule 39b).  This time is often exceeded, so should we perhaps extend it to, say, 10 seconds?  As a quid pro quo, if we go for this option should we adopt the US rule which requires the umpire, rather than the player, to place the ball for a hit from the spot (penalties 5a & b)?  The umpire has the responsibility, using his pick-up-stick, to give a reasonable lie to the ball.  This would save time and would probably not have a very dramatic effect as so many such penalties are tapped anyway; though we would not want to encourage more to do so. It is pleasing, as I saw the other day, to see a Penalty 5b hit straight through the goal on a full sized ground.

Defence of the Goal

I was asked recently for my opinion as to whether an umpire had been correct to allow play to continue when a defender had legitimately come from the side and stopped a Penalty 2, but subsequently another defender had entered the play from between the goals.

The umpire argued that the situation was the same as being allowed to take a full swing after the ball has been hit or hit at by an opponent¹ on a Penalty 4.

Although at the time this seemed to be reasonable enough, on reflection and, more importantly, after looking up Rule 40b, I am sure that at no time during this phase of play may a player enter through the goal.

When you read this another season will have finished but there is always that trip abroad to look forward to.  Wherever you play may the sun be on your back.

