Umpire’s Corner Issue 5 (June)

Changes to Rules

2004 Blue Book

The Blue Book is now available to all members free of charge from their Clubs.  A comprehensive index has  been included so that quick and easy reference may be made to a specific rule or circumstance.  The pocket edition, a must have for any umpire or aspiring player, is on sale for £5 per copy.  

Order of Rules Altered

I have already written about changes to the rules in respect of personal fouls and will now look at other changes but, in passing, mention that the order of the rules has been altered to reflect more closely the sequence in which the game is played. 

Entry & Substitution

In particular, following on from our experience last year, we have had a close look at entry and substitution.  We have tightened up the rules of entry which now requires the team captain or manager to sign the form to certify that those named, or subsequently added, are qualified to play in the tournament or match and that the handicap and status of the player is 

correctly recorded.  Leading on from that, we have abolished the 48 hour rule so that the special rules that apply to substitution only come into play when a match is about to start (eg if a player is late) or has started (eg if a player is injured).  

We have also highlighted the situation, not all that uncommon, when a team elects to start a match with three players to give time to include a chosen substitute or for a late player to join.  The overriding rule is that the team must remain within the tournament limits thus if a -1 goal player is late and the team’s aggregate is on the upper limit of the tournament then that team cannot start with their three players.  In passing umpires should be aware of Rule 28b (ii) concerning a player injured by a foul.  A recent incident concerning this rule took over one hour to resolve.

Broken Tack

The Rules are more specific than hitherto about broken tack.  The base line is that players are responsible for the serviceability of their tack and thus play will not be stopped unless there is a danger to pony or player, for example a trailing bandage.  The umpires may now allow a player to rectify the fault on the ground if done quickly otherwise the player must leave the ground.  He may do so in the direction of his pony lines or spare pony if on the side, but play will be started as soon as he has cleared the safety zone.  Note the difference between this situation and if a pony goes lame when play will be started on the return of the player to the line-up.

Diagrams

We have also reintroduced diagrams, this time in colour, to illustrate some of the field rules.  This has been an interesting exercise as nothing concentrates the mind more than to put something into graphic form.  

The Right of Way

Most of our field rules as written stood up to the severe scrutiny of our panel of experts as we worked on the overriding concept that at any one time there is only one player with the Right of Way.  There was some disquiet about two opponents making a play on each other riding to meet the ball with a single player following down it with the ball on his stick.  We gave the ROW to the single player (see Rule 33a).  We also discussed long and hard the situation in which two players ride at an angle to the ball in the direction in which it has travelled approaching from different sides.  If the angles are equal then the ROW belongs to the player on the left hand side of the line as he can take the ball on the offside without crossing the line.  If, however, the player coming from the right side of the line is at a significantly narrower angle, then as long as he takes the ball on his offside, in doing so crossing the line, he has precedence (see Rule 33d).  

Confused?  Take a look at Figures v & vi on page 314 in the Blue Book which make it crystal clear.
Good luck in your umpiring and an enjoyable season to all.

