Umpire’s Corner issue 3 (April)

Personal Fouls & Technical Penalties

I have been asked by the Editor to continue to write Umpire’s Corner in the absence of my successor and have agreed to do so for the time being as I will still be involved, at least in the high goal.

Rule 38

As I mentioned in the January/February edition we have deleted the words “Warnings should not be given” from Rule 38.  We have also altered the wording to make the rule clearer to read:

A personal foul involving unsportsmanlike conduct such as, but not limited to:

a
Disrespect towards officials

b
Arguing with the umpire or other official

c
Foul or abusive language

d
Appealing for fouls verbally or with the stick must as a minimum, be penalised progressively by a technical penalty as follows:


•
Penalty for first offence


•
A more severe penalty if a penalty has already been awarded

This rule is probably the most frequently broken rule in the Book and one which umpires must tighten up on during the coming season. 

Language

It was very distressing to listen to the bad language scattered liberally throughout the otherwise excellent programme Faking It .  Is it necessary?  Sir Henry Farrington, in his letter in the last issue of Polo Times, clearly thinks not and I am in agreement with him.  We may represent The Old Guard but are we wrong?  I believe not.  How many would continue to watch golf if after missing a crucial putt (and aren’t they all?) the player was to utter a four letter word?  Golfers don’t do it so why should polo players?  The English language is the richest in the world and does not need debasement.

Sticks

Appealing with the stick has also become endemic.  This was well illustrated in the appalling photograph of the England team playing in South Africa on page 35 of the January/February edition of Polo Times.  Three sticks in the air with one appeal direct to the umpire for a play that, on the face of it, does not look particularly dangerous although, who knows, it may have been a foul by the opposition but is certainly a foul by the England team based on Rule 38.  Somehow or other we have got to stamp out bad language and indiscriminate appealing and although it is ultimately up to the players, umpires have to take the lead and penalise for it.  

Let us return to the days when good sportsmanship came before everything else in this quintessentially English game.

